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Land Use 101

1. Land Use 
& Origins of Zoning

2. Mechanics of Zoning

3. Public Review Process
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What is Land Use?

Industrial

Commercial

Residential

Parks

Institutions

Mixed Use

Transport / Parking

Vacant Lots
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Setting the Stage for Zoning
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1916 Zoning Resolution

Hugh Ferris, 1920s



1961 Zoning Resolution
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Tower in the Park, 1920s  

1961 Cadillac  

“sky exposure plane”

Buffaloes and tennis don’t mix



Land Use 101

1. Land Use 
& Origins of Zoning

2. Mechanics of 
Zoning

3. Public Review Process

4. Tools & Resources
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Zoning Map
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Zoning Map
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Zoning Text
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Zoning Text
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Zoning Districts
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How does zoning work?
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Use Groups

Manufacturing17 & 18

General Services / Heavy Automotive16

Waterfront / Recreation12 - 15

Regional Shopping Centers/Amusement10 - 11

Commercial / Local retail & Services5 - 9

Community Facilities3 & 4

Residential1 & 2

Type of UseGroup

Community Board Training Series – Land Use 101
Office of the Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer



Use Groups

# Subject to conditions
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FAR Illustrated
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Zoning Designations
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Zoning Tools and Mechanisms
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Development Rights
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Incentive Zoning
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“Height Factor” vs. “Contextual”
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Special Districts
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Commercial Overlays
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Land Use 101

1. Land Use 
& Origins of Zoning

2. Mechanics of Zoning

3. Public Review Process
- Environmental Review
- Land Use Review / ULURP

4. Tools & Resources
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Environmental Review
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Reasonable Worst-Case Scenario
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Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure (ULURP)
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ULURP Actions
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Steps of ULURP
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• RECOMMEND • CONSULTATIONS

• HEARING (Opt)
• RECOMMEND

• REVIEW SESSION
• HEARING
• VOTE: DIS/APRV

• SOME APPL’S Opt
• MEETINGS (Opt)
• HEARING (Opt)
• VOTE: DIS/APRV 
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“Non-ULURP” ULURP Actions
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Zoning Variances
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Landmarks & Historic Districts
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As-of-Right
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Land Use 101

1. Land Use 
& Origins of Zoning

2. Mechanics of Zoning 

3. Public Review Process

4. Tools & Resources
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Guide for Community Board Review
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Tools & Resources

New York Law School
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Zoning Handbook

by the NYC Department 
of City Planning

Handbook for 
Community Board 
Members

by the Mayor’s Community 
Assistance Unit

CityLand Journal and
CityAdmin (online)

NY Law School’s library 
of land use decisions

www.mbpo.org DCP Bookstore
22 Reade Street

www.citylaw.org
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

SHAAN KAHN, Acting Director

Community Liaisons

JESSICA SILVER 
CBs 5 & 7

GREGORY BRNEDER
CBs 1 & 3

HUNTER JOHANSSON
CBs 2 & 4

CULLEN BARRIE
CBs 6 & 8

Administrative Support

DEBBIE TIMOTHY

LAND USE, PLANNING
& DEVELOPMENT

ANTHONY BORELLI, Director
DAN GOLUB, Deputy Director

Urban Planners

BRIAN COOK, Senior Planner
CBs 7 & 11

JENNIFER HONG
CBs 1, 2, 3 & 8

MIKE KENT
Historic Preservation/Landmarks

CBs 4, 5 & 6

PAIMAAN LODHI
Project Manager, Take Me to the River 

CBs 9, 10 & 12

Administrative Support

JUDY OUTLAW-WALKER

212-669-8300

NORTHERN MANHATTAN 
OFFICE 

SHANIFAH RIEARA, Director
WENDY GARCIA, Deputy 

Director

Community Liaison

WENDY GARCIA
CBs 11 & 12

LINARA DAVIDSON
CBs 9 & 10



Land Use, Zoning & ULURP
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